
SEC.  7-1-4 LATE FEES. 
 
The City Clerk-Treasurer shall assess and collect a late fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) from every 
owner of a dog or cat five (5) months of age or over if the owner failed to obtain a license prior 
to April 1 of each year, or within thirty (30) days of acquiring ownership of a licensable dog or 
cat or if the owner failed to obtain a license on or before the dog or cat reached licensable age.  
Said late fee shall be charged in addition to the required license fee. 
 
 
SEC.  7-1-5 RABIES QUARANTINE. 
 
(a) Dogs and Cats Confined.  If a district is quarantined for rabies, all dogs and cats within 

the City shall be kept securely confined, tied, leashed or muzzled.  Any dog or cat not 
confined, tied, leashed or muzzled is declared a public nuisance and may be impounded.  
All officers shall cooperate in the enforcement of the quarantine.  The City Clerk-Treasurer 
shall promptly post in at least three (3) public places in the City notices of quarantine. 

(b) Exemption of Vaccinated Dog or Cat from City Quarantine.  A dog or cat which is 
immunized currently against rabies, as evidenced by a valid certificate of rabies 
vaccination or other evidence, is exempt from the City quarantine provisions of Subsection 
(a) if a rabies vaccination tag or substitute tag is attached to the dog’s or cat’s collar. 

(c) Quarantine or Sacrifice of an Animal Suspected of Biting a Person or Being Infected 

or Exposed to Rabies. 
(1) Quarantine or sacrifice of dog or cat.  An officer shall order a dog or cat quarantined 

if the officer has reason to believe that the animal bit a person, is infected with rabies 
or has been in contact with a rabid animal.  If a quarantine cannot be imposed 
because the dog or cat cannot be captured, the officer may kill the animal.  The 
officer shall attempt to kill the animal in a humane manner and in a manner which 
avoids damage to the animal’s head. 

(2) Sacrifice of other animals.  An officer may order killed or may kill an animal other 
than a dog or cat if the officer has reason to believe that the animal bit a person or is 
infected with rabies. 

(d) Quarantine of Dog or Cat. 
(1) Delivery to isolation facility or quarantine on premises of owner.  An officer who 

orders a dog or cat to be quarantined shall deliver the animal or shall order the 
animal delivered to an isolation facility as soon as possible but no later than twenty-
four (24) hours after the original order is issued or the officer may order the animal 
to be quarantined on the premises of the owner if the animal is immunized currently 
against rabies as evidenced by a valid certificate of rabies vaccination or other 
evidence. 

(2) Health risk to humans.  If a dog or cat is ordered to be quarantined because there is 
reason to believe that the animal bit a person, the custodian of an isolation facility or 
the owner shall keep the animal under strict isolation under the supervision of a 
veterinarian for at least ten (10) days after the incident occurred.  In this paragraph, 
“supervision of a veterinarian” includes, at a minimum, examination of the animal on 
the first day of isolation, on the last day of isolation and on one (1) intervening day.  
If the observation period is not extended and if the veterinarian certifies that the dog 



or cat has not exhibited any signs of rabies, the animal may be released from 
quarantine at the end of the observation period. 

(3) Risk to animal health. 
a. If a dog or cat is ordered to be quarantined because there is reason to believe 

that the animal has been exposed to a rabid animal and if the dog or cat is not 
currently immunized against rabies, the custodian of an isolation facility or the 
owner shall keep the animal leashed or confined for one hundred eighty (180) 
days.  The owner shall have the animal vaccinated against rabies between one 
hundred fifty-five (155) and one hundred sixty-five (165) days after the 
exposure to a rabid animal. 

b. If a dog or cat is ordered to be quarantined because there is reason to believe 
that the animal has been exposed to a rabid animal but if the dog or cat is 
immunized against rabies, the custodian of an isolation facility or the owner 
shall keep the animal leashed or confined for sixty (60) days.  The owner shall 
have the animal revaccinated against rabies as soon as possible after exposure 
to a rabid animal. 

(4) Sacrifice of a dog or cat exhibiting symptoms of rabies.  If a veterinarian determines 
that a dog or cat exhibits symptoms of rabies during the original or extended 
observation period, the veterinarian shall notify the owner and the officer who 
ordered the animal quarantined and the officer or veterinarian shall kill the animal in 
a humane manner and in a manner which avoids damage to the animal’s head.  If the 
dog or cat is suspected to have bitten a person, the veterinarian shall notify the 
person or the person’s physician. 

(e) Delivery of Carcass; Preparation; Examination by Laboratory of Hygiene.  An officer 
who kills an animal shall deliver the carcass to a veterinarian or local health department.  
The veterinarian or local health department shall prepare the carcass, properly prepare and 
package the head of the animal in a manner to minimize deterioration, arrange for delivery 
by the most expeditious means feasible of the head of the animal to the State Laboratory of 
Hygiene and dispose of or arrange for the disposal of the remainder of the carcass in a 
manner which minimizes the risk or exposure to any rabies virus.  The Laboratory of 
Hygiene shall examine the specimen and determine if the animal was infected with rabies.  
The State Laboratory of Hygiene shall notify the City, the veterinarian or local health 
department which prepared the carcass and, if the animal is suspected to have bitten a 
person, that person or the person’s physician. 

(f) Cooperation of Veterinarian.  Any practicing veterinarian who is requested to be 
involved in the rabies control program by an officer is encouraged to cooperate in a 
professional capacity with the City, the Laboratory of Hygiene, the local health 
department, the officer involved and, if the animal is suspected to have bitten a person, the 
person’s physician. 

(g) Responsibility for Quarantine and Laboratory Expenses.  The owner of an animal is 
responsible for any expenses incurred in connection with keeping the animal in an isolation 
facility, supervision and examination of the animal by a veterinarian, preparation of the 
carcass for laboratory examination and the fee for the laboratory examination.  If the owner 
is unknown, the county is responsible for these expenses. 
 

  


